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• Daily observation of animals can be accomplished by 

someone other  than a  veter inar ian;  however,  a 
mechanism of direct and frequent communication should 
be adopted so that timely and accurate information on 
problems in animal health, behaviour, and well being is 
conveyed to the attending veterinarian. 



.
• The veterinarian can also help the establishment in 

designing appropriate policies and procedures for 
ancillary aspects of veterinary care, such as use of 
appropriate methods to prevent and control diseases 
(e.g.  vaccination and other prophylaxis,  disease 
monitoring and surveillance, quarantine and isolation), 
operative and post-operative care, diagnosis and 
treatment of diseases as well as injuries. reviewing 
protocols and proposals, animal husbandry and animal 
welfare; monitoring occupational health hazards 
containment, and zoonosis control programs; and 
supervising animal nutrition and sanitation. Institutional 
requirements will determine the need for full-time or 
part-time or consultative veterinary services. 





.
• However, duration of quarantine can be increased 

depending on type of infection / suspected 
infection noticed in the animals. 

• Effective quarantine procedures should be used 
for non-human primates to help limit exposure of 
humans to zoonotic infections. The period varies 
from 2 to 3 months depending on the reaction of 
TB testing. Any macaque found positive for TB for 
at least two times and shows signs of weight loss 
or ill health should be euthanized as is practiced 
internationally to prevent spreading of TB to 
workers and other macaques.















ANAESTHESIA AND EUTHANASIA 
.• The invest igators should ensure that  the 

procedures, which are considered painful, are 
conducted under appropriate anaesthesia as 
recommended for each species of animals. 

• It must also be ensured that the anaesthesia is 
given for the full duration of experiment and at 
no stage the animal is conscious to perceive pain 
during the procedure. 

• I f  at any stage during the experiment the 
investigator feels that he has to abandon the 
experiment or he has inflicted irrepairable injury, 
the animal should be humanely sacrificed.



.
• In the event of a decision to sacrifice an animal or 

termination of an experiment or otherwise an approved 
method of euthanasia should be adopted.

• The investigator must ensure that the animal is clinically 
dead before it is sent for disposal. The data of all the 
animals ,  that  have been euthanised,  should  be 
maintained.



Anaesthesia 
• Unless contrary to the achievement of the results of 

study, sedatives, analgesics and anaesthetics should be 
used to control pain or distress under experiment. 

• Before using actual anaesthetics the animals are 
prepared for anaesthesia by overnight fasting and using 
pre-anaesthetics,  which block parasympathetic 
stimulation of cardio-pulmonary system and reduce 
salivary secretion.

• Atropine is most commonly used anti-cholinergic agent.



.
• Local or general anaesthesia may be used, 

depending on the type of surgical procedure. 
• A number of general anaesthetic agents are used 

in the form of inhalants.
• General anaesthetics are also used in the form of 

intravenous or intra-muscular injections such as 
barbiturates. 

• Species characteristics and variation must be kept 
in mind while using an anaesthetic. 

• The animal should remain under veterinary care 
till it completely recovers from anaesthesia and 
postoperative stress.



*(prolonged anaesthesia: terminal procedures only) 
ATROPINE: Dose 0.02 – 0.05 mg/kg for all species by s/c or i/m or i/v routes used 
to reduce salivary and bronchial secretions and protect heart from vagal 
inhibition, given prior to anaesthesia. 
i/m = intramuscular, i/v = intravenous, i/p = intraperitoneal, s/c = subcutaneous 





Euthanasia 
• Euthanasia should be resorted to events where an 

animal is required to be sacrificed to reduce suffering or 
to limit spread of infections or for termination of an 
experiment or for other ethical reasons.

• The procedure should be carried out quickly and 
painlessly in an atmosphere free from fear or anxiety. 

• For accepting an euthanasia method as humane it 
should have an initial depressive action on the central 
nervous system for immediate insensitivity to pain. 

• The choice of a method will depend on the nature of 
study, the species of animal to be killed .



.
The method should in all cases meet the following 

requirements: 
(a) Death, without causing anxiety, pain or distress 

with minimum time lag phase. 
(b)  Minimum physiological  and psychological 

disturbances. 
(c) Compatibility with the purpose of study and 

minimum emotional effect on the operator. 
(d) Location should be separate from animal rooms 

and free from environmental contaminants. 
Tranquilizers have to be administered to larger species 

such as monkeys, dogs and cats before a procedure 
of euthanasia. 






