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Research Questions 

 

Research questions are the fundamental foundation of any research project. They guide 

the entire research process and help you stay focused on your objectives. Here are some key 

points to keep in mind when formulating a research question: 

• Clear and Specific: Your research question should be clear and specific, so there is no 

ambiguity about what you are investigating. Avoid broad or vague questions. 

• Relevance: Ensure that your research question is relevant to the field of study and 

addresses a significant problem or knowledge gap. 

• Feasibility: Consider the resources, time, and data available to you. The question should 

be feasible to answer within your constraints. 

• Originality: While building on existing knowledge is essential, aim to ask a question 

that contributes something new to the field. 

• Measurable: Your research question should be such that it can be answered or tested. It 

should be measurable or quantifiable in some way. 

• Interest: Choose a question that genuinely interests you. Research is a long and often 

arduous process, and your motivation will be higher if you are passionate about the 

topic. 

• Ethical Considerations: Ensure that your research question and methods are ethical and 

do not harm individuals or communities. 

• Limitations: Acknowledge any limitations or potential biases in your question. 

Transparency is crucial in research. 

• Avoid Yes/No Questions: Try to frame your research question in a way that requires a 

nuanced answer rather than a simple yes or no. 

• Research Goals: Consider what you aim to achieve with your research. Are you looking 

to describe, explain, predict, or evaluate something? 

• Scope: Make sure the scope of your question is manageable. If it's too broad, consider 

narrowing it down. 

• Pilot Testing: Before finalizing your research question, consider conducting a pilot 

study or a literature review to ensure that it hasn't been answered comprehensively 

already. 
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• Iterative Process: Remember that your research question might evolve as you delve 

deeper into the topic and gather more information. Be open to refining it as needed. 

Once you have a well-crafted research question, it will guide your literature review, 

data collection, analysis, and ultimately, your research findings. It's a critical element in the 

research process. 

 


