
Frames

• Frames allow more than one Web page at a time 

to be displayed within the browser window

• When frames are used, the page opened in the 

browser contains instructions about 

 how the browser window is to be divided into 

separate regions

 which page should be initially displayed into 

each region.





Good things about frames

• Elements that the user should always see, such as 
control bars, copyright notices, and title graphics can 
be placed in a static frame. As the user navigates 
the site in "live" frames, the static frame's contents 
remain fixed

• Table of contents are more functional

• Frames side-by-side design allows queries to be 
posed and answered on the same page, with one 
frame holding the query form, and the other 
presenting the results.



Bad things about frames

• Not all browsers support frames

• Search engines don’t deal well with frames

• Printing become more difficult

• Creating browser bookmarks may not work

• Saving pages may be more complicated

Many of these problems are technology issues. Once a 
solution (and a standard) is found, frames may become 
more attractive.



Sites that use frames:

•BMW

•Microsoft Library

•DePaul University calendar

Some sites that moved to a frame-free design:

• Amazon.com

• CTI

• Gap.com

Examples

http://www.bmw.com/
http://msdn.microsoft.com/library/
http://pres.depaul.edu/calendar/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.cti/
http://www.gap.com/






HTML Frames

• When frames are used, the HTML document has a 

different structure. There is no <BODY> tag, since a frame 

display the content of other pages.

<HTML>

<HEAD><TITLE></TITLE><HEAD>

<FRAMESET>   (How many frames you will use)

<FRAME SRC=“URL”>  (The page to be displayed in the first frame)

<FRAME SRC=“URL”>

</FRAMSET>

</HTML>



<FRAMESET> Attributes

• COLS=“160,25%,*”> a 3 columns frameset. 

– The 1st is 160pixels wide

– The 2nd is 25% of the width of the display area

– The 3rd covers the remaining space

• ROW=“row height 1, row height 2 ..”>



The <FRAME> tag

• <FRAME SRC=“URL”> URL is the name of the page 
to be displayed in this frame. If you have a 3 columns 
frameset you need 3 <FRAME SRC>



<FRAME> Attributes

• FRAMEBORDER = 1 | 0>

– 1: draws a separator between this frame and every 

adjoining frame, default value

– 0: no separator between this frame and every 

adjoining frame

• SCROLLING = auto | yes | no>

– Set to "no" to prevent scroll bars

• NORESIZE > 

– prevents user from resizing the frames



More <FRAME> Attributes

• NAME = frame_name>

– Identifies each frame in the frameset

– Is used to identify that frame when we want to display 

a page within that frame.

<A HERF=“URL” TARGET= frame_name>

– Frame_name can be any single word except the 

following



Reserved TARGET names

• TARGET =“_blank" loads page in a new blank browser 
window (no frame)

• TARGET = "_self" loads page in the same frame as 
anchor element. The default.

• TARGET = "_parent" loads page in the parent 
FRAMESET

• TARGET = “_top" loads page in the full browser window. 
This should be the choice for external links






