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Layers of highly permeable rock that can store water is called an 
aquifer. Layers of sand and gravel are good aquifers. Clay and 
crystalline rocks are not good aquifers.
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Reasons for decline in groundwater
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Deforestation: 



Reasons for decline in groundwater



Flood





Effect of Flood

•Water spreads in 
surrounding area and 
submerges them

•Cultivated land gets  
affectedaffected

•Extinction of civilization





Drought



Causes of drought



Effects of drought

1. Drought causes hunger, malnutrition, and scarcity of drinking water 
and also changes the quality of water

2. Drought causes widespread crop failure leading to acute shortage 
of food and adversely affects human and livestock population

3. Worst situation of drought causes desertification 

4. Raw materials of agro-based industries are critically affected  4. Raw materials of agro-based industries are critically affected  
during drought time , hence industrial and commercial growth 
decreases.

5. Drought increases degradation of natural resources

6. Drought causes large migration of people and urbanization



Drought Management

Indigenous knowledge is essential

Rainwater harvesting system

Construction of reservoirs to improve ground water 
level

Modern irrigation technology (drip irrigation) very 
useful to conserve water

Afforestation activities also improve the potential 
of water in drought area

Crop mixing and dry farming are suitable methods 
which minimize the risk of crop failures in dry areas
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