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Photography(History)

Photography, method of recording the image of an object through the action of light,
or related radiation, on a light-sensitive material. The word, derived from the
Greek photos (“light”) and graphein (“to draw”), was firstused in the 1830s.

This article treats the historical and aesthetic aspects of still photography. For a
discussion of the technical aspects of the medium, see photography, technology of. For
a treatment of motion-picture photography, or cinematography, see motionpicture,
history of, and motion-picture technology.

The First Cameras

The basic concept of photography has been around since about the 5th century B.C.E.
It wasn't until an Iragi scientist developed something called the camera obscura in the
11th century that the art was born.

Even then, the camera did not actually record images, it simply projected them onto
another surface. The images were also upside down, though they could be traced to
create accurate drawings of real objects such as buildings.

The first camera obscura used a pinhole in a tent to project an image from outside the
tent into the darkened area. It was not until the 17th century that the camera obscura
became small enough to be portable. Basic lenses to focus the light were also
introduced around this time.

The First Permanent Images

Photography, as we know it today, began in the late 1830s in France. Joseph Nicéphore
Niépce used a portable camera obscura to expose a pewter plate coated with bitumen
to light. This is the first recorded image that did not fade quickly.

Niépce's success led to a number of other expenments and photography progressed
very rapidly. Daguerreotypes, emulsion plates, and wet plates were developed almost
simultaneously in the mid- to late-1800s.

With each type of emulsion, photographers experimented with different chemicals and
techniques. The following are the three that were instrumental in the development of
modern photography.
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