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Drug evaluation may be defined as the determination of identity, 

purity and quality of a drug.

Identity – identification of biological source of the drug. 

Quality – the quantity of the active constituents present. 

Purity – the extent of foreign organic material present in a 

crude drug. 

• Importance of evaluation of crude drugs: 

• Determination of Biochemical variation in the drugs 

• Identification of deterioration due treatment and storage 

• Reporting Substitution and adulteration, as result of 

carelessness, ignorance and fraud 









Taste: 

1) Acidic (sour) 

2) Saccharine (sweet): indicates sugar or sugar like substances e.g., 

liquorice. 

3) Saline (salty) 

4) Alkaline 

5) Bitter: indicates presence of substances such as bitter principle e.g., 

glycoside, alkaloids. 

6) Tasteless 

7) Distinctive sensations to the tongue

I. Mucilaginous and oily (soft feeling) e.g., linseed. 

II.Astringent indicates presence of tannin. 

III.Pungent (warm biting sensation) e.g., ginger. 

IV.Acrid (irritant sensation) e.g., Aconite, coca.

V.Nauseous (those tending to excite vomiting), Ipecac. 



3- Color and external markings. 

1- White: e.g., starch, 

2- Pale yellow:e.g., ginger,squill,white

pepper. 

3- Deep yellow: e.g., peeled liquorice. 

4- Light pale brown e.g., nux-vomica, 

fennel. 

5- Dark brown: e.g., cloves buds. 

6- Dark reddish brown: cinchona. 

7- Red: (brick red). e.g., cinnamon bark 

inner portion 

8- Pale green e.g., lobelia. 

9- Greenish brown: most of the leaf herbs. 


