
 

 

R e v i v a l  F u r n i t u r e :  
 

 

 

Revival Furniture 

 

The 19th century was marked by the Industrial Revolution, which caused profound 

changes in society.  

With increasing working populations in cities, the rise of a new class of wealthy of 

furniture buyers, together with the arrival of mass-production and the demise of the 

individual craftsman-designer, the gradual progression of furniture styles that had 

developed through the previous centuries was replaced by a raft of imitation or 

revival styles.  

These concurrent revival styles, including Gothic revival, Neoclassicism and Rococo 

revival became easy and inexpensive to manufacture as technology developed 

during the industrial revolution. 

 

With mass-production technology in place it was a simple matter to graft historically 

correct ornaments onto all sorts of furniture, thereby making possible for the 

creation of a continual stream of revival styles to meet the demands of the public.  

The result was a century of furniture whose common denominator was excessive 

ornamentation in the form of applied metal or wood carvings, inlays or stencils. 
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A r t  N o u v e a u  F u r n i t u r e :  
 
 

 

 

Art Noveau Furniture 
 

The name "Art Nouveau" is French for 'new art', and it emerged in the late 19th 

century in Paris.  

The style was said to be influenced strongly by the lithographs of Czech artist 

Alphonse Mucha, whose flat imagery with strong curved lines was seen as a move 

away from the academic art of the time. 

 Art Nouveau furniture used lines and curves as graphical ornamentation and hard 

woods and iron were commonly used to provide strong yet slim supporting 

structures to a furniture piece. 
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B a u h a u s  F u r n i t u r e :  
 
 

 

 
Bauhaus Furniture  

Because of the greater availability of a wider array of materials than ever before, and 

because of an ever-expanding awareness of historical and cross-cultural aesthetics, 

20th-century furniture is perhaps more diverse, in terms of style, than all the 

centuries that preceded it.  

The first three-quarters of the twentieth century saw styles such as Art Deco, De Stijl, 

Bauhaus, Wiener Werkstatte, and Vienna all work to some degree within the 

Modernist idiom.  

The Bauhaus school was founded by Walter Gropius in Weimar in 1919. In spite of its 

name, and the fact that its founder was an architect, the Bauhaus was founded with 

the idea of creating a 'total' work of art in which all arts, including furniture would 

eventually be brought together.  

The furniture designs that emerged from the Bauhaus became some of the most 

influential designs in modern design. 
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A r t  D e c o  F u r n i t u r e :  
 
 

 

 

Art Deco Furniture 
 

The Art Deco movement began in Paris in the 1920s and it represented elegance, 

glamour, functionality and modernity.  

Art deco's linear symmetry was a distinct departure from the flowing asymmetrical 

organic curves of its predecessor style art nouveau.  

Art deco experienced a decline in popularity during the late 1930s and early 1940s 

when it began to be derided as presenting a false image of luxury, eventually the 

style was ended by the austerities of World War II. 
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M o d e r n  F u r n i t u r e :  
 
 

 

 

Modern Furniture 

Born from the Bauhaus and Art Deco streamline styles came the post WWII 

Modern style using materials developed during the war including laminated 

plywood, plastics and fibreglass. In modern furniture the dark gilded, carved wood 

and richly patterned fabrics gave way to the glittering simplicity and geometry of 

polished metal.  

The forms of modern furniture sought newness, originality, technical innovation, 

and ultimately conveyed the present and the future, rather than what had gone 

before it as revival styles had done.  

This interest in new and innovative materials and methods produced a certain 

blending of the disciplines of technology and art.  

The use of new materials, such as steel in its many forms; moulded plywood and 

plastics, were formative in the creation of these new designs.  

They were considered pioneering, even shocking at the time especially in contrast 

to what came before. 
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