Upholstery materials

Upholstery is the work of providing furniture, especially seats, with padding, springs,
webbing, and fabric or leather covers. The word upholstery comes from the Middle English
words up and /fiolden, meaning to hold up. The term is applied to domestic furniture and
also to applications in automobiles and boats. A person who works with upholstery 1s called
an upholsterer; an apprentice upholsterer 1s sometimes called an outsider or trimmer.
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THE INSIDE STORY: UPHOLSTERY

Construction features vary depending on furniture design and price

Cushioning may be inserted in a polyester or cotton casing to
separate cover fabric from core materials

Added layer of foam (or
dowwn or some blend of
materials) for softness and
support

High resiliency elastic
webbing supports the -
back cushions ; 'l-\
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High resiliency
polyurethanes foam
core (or possibly a coil
spring core)

Hardwood or
engineered wood frame

Additional foam for shaping

Steal sinuous spring suspension (or possibly Felt pad insulates the springs from the
a "drop-in" coil steel spring unit or eight-way, foam cone
hand-tied coil springs)
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