CHAPTER_ 17 i
Prison Reformg

Frisons should be changed (nps hospitats
offenders. te bring them on the COFrer| fine M,

be changed into a docior. The offendey, 0l oo thgy € it !
mil are their friends, - ! o o

hay F iy
(1) Origin of prison reform r|1Mm"‘"ﬁ
Until the late 18th century, prisgns Were Used maip) [
of debtors who could not meet their ‘Dllrigﬂtiﬂ}nsl of ace us;"ﬁur r 5
be tried. and of convicts, whe were Waiting foy execyfi, Pery M _,LJ‘;"
either death or banishment. But, imprisﬂnment Jradi) o ey g s !
not only as a device for holding these Persons by also 5 Me o 7 iy
convicted eriminals. During the 16th century a p, '
were established in England ang on the confy * Of ey,
offenders. The main emphasis was o, strict discipling an;j'- JIEFGHT_ of ::
unsanitary conditions and lack of Provisions for the welfar, f‘:’j ey :
these houses of Correction sogn Produced Widesprez ag“:ﬁ*"“-’ gy,
in methods of handling Criminals, o for i
Sclitary corfinernent of ¢riminals begarme
reformers of the 18th century, whe believed
offender tg become Penitent and tha Penitene

ing feature of this system wes e
Prisoners were to work toge in the davtime. Silence was st
enforced ¢ all times however, and at night the priscners were confired @
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first Jail Reform Committee .

ot the eflorts of _ )
s Lord Macaulay, First Jail Reformative Ceormmitie
. U =T

s constitutert it + Which recommend : :

L.Lﬂsr[mmd. .a”d. in these jails such pﬁmigmﬁh?h a Eer:;a] Jail should he
Eldf,rggmg imprisonment for more <M : ?u : I1¢=3F't sihe. are
Lsition 10 keep 1000 prisoners at a time. | e year. These jails should be ir,
P JL!]I:] he appointed, who can | e ML SURRY State a Prisuner Inspector
stk e Siate. 5o Ut Prooios from time to time the administration of
te B bay-Madras (1862) he Pradesh (1844), Punjab {1852), Bengal (1854)
and BOMYAY” difi <) had appointed a Prisoner Inspector. There should
he F‘ETFE':* CORCIVENTS to live in all the jails. On the recommendation of this
Cﬂmﬂf*ﬂea some jails were conslructed at Agra in 1846, Bareilly in 1848
Ngini in 1864, and Banaras & Fatehgarh in 1867. With the enactment of
pdian Penal Code, 1860, prisons metamorphosed into the most important

mstrument of penal administration.
b} Other Jail Reform Committees/Commissions :

In the vear 1862, Second Jail Reform Cornmittee was constituted. This
ornmittee suggested improvement of living accommeodation, clothing and foca
of prisoners, medical officer and medical facilities at every central Jail,
classifications of the criminals, and made the provisions of 15% sclitary
confinement at every central jail. Besides these, third, fourth and fiith
Committees also were constituted on the Reformation of Jail Administration
and different recommendations Wwere giveri by them and accepted by the

iy d Discipline. 1864 made
Second Commission of Jail Management and LXscipline. . ma
specific recommendation regarding the accommodation, improvemnent in d:et%
dothing, bedding, medical-care of the prisoners, fﬂ“d for thﬂﬂs]ﬁﬁ;ﬂgﬁg :
ical L tai . required space for one prisone .k
Medical Officers in jails. r:'nn’:urm.]mﬂ’E QU o chidren Sl

oo o o the earlier reports {reports of 1836.
v matters connected

Jail Commission, 1888, 1€ : iry into all
; ystive inguiry Ite 8 3
1?6{. and 1877) and made ;Eﬂ ;fﬂtl!:ﬂ opinion that uniformity cuuﬁ] dr;::lt t]k:;;
:Eﬂ-l Jai; adnthm:lsh'aﬁﬂnﬁi;:” of a single Prisons Act: It also recornm
eved without enac
sefting up of jail hospitals: Commissions Report,

Based on the 1858 'Jail ; anﬂQEmEﬂt
“as passed and is stil gw‘?ﬁénﬁﬂs hased on deterrer
I 1=y

Prisons in India. This Act, 23
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the Prisons Act, 1294,

and administralion of
t principles concerned
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Pegaing Was | Committee 1919-20:

3 i
c) Indian .'] ol Commilter was constituted h:}gadﬂd :
An rl‘ﬁ:llmg_li‘”'l”“”?r' 51“:”*"'_1 the ;-Ir'!ﬂﬁ i ll'l-l'-" Tl ar'Eill." 'HI'E:.-
Candin TS & ndian Jails, improvement was only e M ahy, 4,
in e : . "lired "y
d labour, not in any other field, Thg Coriny L o
., the prisoners are it Jail they shauld not be only thoug 1"”“1: Wiy,
when ! ission of offence in future but, affect them 1y, reform, r; ey,
|l|“: m: :ﬁ_m d prineiple, which we understood that shoul bﬂlac L‘:‘-;r i
[ QLT SeLih - of* 1 ©
t The Committee aL'EEi:I*'E‘-d thf:l!t a 'ETII'I"IJFIH:l cannot he TEE"—':'TTned Pled™
2. Till you are not treating the criminals huma”jtaf'tar-_'f*" R,
mnossible. Actual reformation in the criminals is ony Possib :; ey
pimself feels that he has done wrong. And this commtto, s VG
i nt points for the reformation of the prisons, jg. cfa%.ffsrﬁd My
“;" id be looked up by trained officers, medical facilities, gt Sy 2
With the Indian Jail Committee 1919-20 iy 1919, the Gow
India Act was introduced, according to which PriSOn Was made Tmhnmn::a
the State, due to which speed of the reformation of the ja mj e
today the position of the Jails is different in every State. o
(d) Jail Reform Committee, 1946 :

: The_prnblem_:. of prison management and adrmin
lr:dﬁ;m m.i:d Ccﬂ:nnttele 1919-20 made the first COmp
Etu ms i | i;TESEI‘It century. The Report of this Committes was reatn]

"iing paint of the prison reforms in the country. The Commite der 7
from the vintage theoretical basis of prison administration [de;:lracn:ﬁl:'m

3 ; TIETEVTES, e
advocated a new outlook to the prisons, For the firet time in the hison o
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[ in the city of Lucknow {UPL whics ﬂ-:s EII:lt'IE[il;l_j[EL:_ A model prison was
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v in the varicus
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During t_he pfi.tt'iﬂd of 1947—77 a lot of ;

prison Administration. During this period ahflnstcml?-iﬁmﬂgs took place in the
i ewr i : zli the States have given th
cons a new role in the form of open prisons, and started to granlf Ejmﬁgsii

() Reckless Commission Report, 1952
in this field from the United Naticns. Or WO Reckless, a I Expert on
and o suggesl ways 4
His report * Jail Administration in fandemark in the history ixf
jails. He IJ[J']:!IUSEEl the handling of juvenile
delinquents by courts jails,
; 1
fred fo g utdated jirll manuals and
substitutes .. 1957-59:
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the All India Jails Man? Com™

pardons, commutation of sentence, parole and fud £
. i-iary also has i g o iough, But, from 1974
jLIlelﬂfEr' | Plﬂyad active role In recognising the ﬁghe._s of prisoners.

While !c_:cai commitiees were being appointed by the Stale Covernments
to suggest priscn reforms, the Government of India invited technical assistance
comectional work, visited India during the wears 1951-52 to study prson
sdeministration in the country nd means of jmpronving it

[ndig" is another & :
prison reforms. He made a plea for transforming jails inta reformation centres
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(d) The Juvenile Justice Act, 1986 .
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#} Introduction of open prisons in India :

1'!'11..3 open pr!ﬂﬂﬁl‘é functiqn in the variows States and Up tock & lead hy
establishing an open air camp in 1949 adjacent to the model juil Luckrow, On
nehall of the UN, the American Criminologist Walter Reckless visited india in
1952 and submitted a report on the Indian prisons, Corsequently, the Jai
Committee was appointed, which recommended establishment of onen jails,
The open jails provide the opportunities to the prisoners o mix freely wih the
minimum of security arrangements and to dewelop a sense of contdence
aong thern. The inmates are given agricultural and cther allied matters
taining. They are also paid for the work done by them and thus they earr
their livelhood. The part of the wages eamed by them 1s remitied Lo fher
famiies, The offenders' eligibility for open prisons depends on the nies
“perative in different States. Model Jail, It was an eswecial
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in natural surroundings and have lesser tension. The atmosphere o S
camps is more conducive and congenial for rehabilitation in SOCIety Wheys 1,
have ultimately to return and settle,
There was a very special feature of this camp. On one side of f,, e
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Bareily: IMportant open prisons in the State of Uttar Pradest

Almost all the States are ].'I.El.'l.f'lng provisions for oper LS

: , g T Gpen prisons And -
the “'“‘“.ﬂ:.m of open pri . it some places Gpen prisars are o nected .t
geniral jail and somewhere they are fully open. '

Sanganer open jail Rajasthan—It all started when retcewr o
sampurmnanand became Govemer of Rajasthan, and was inspired by, o Fing
tim “Do Aankhen Baarah Haath” (cld onel, which tells the siony oF 2 2
who advocates an open jail and wants his dream converted ro realn, The
Refasthan Government started the Shri Sampurnonand Khula Banal 5000
fapen jaill, named after the Gowernor, on an experimental bass i 1903 T4
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: It is surprising on hearing thi tiI:aT this sustem is more benetical and
Eﬁi‘rnj-,r, but it s true. It is prm::ﬁtatﬁ. Ganganét 5 a ot lamuoids W7 il
mjmt, without burden on 155 cparchlights, no pnson cells, o sentnes
Mimitable block prints, ﬂ'lH:B E‘; inmates live with their fanulies Wy sivall nuts
Parding the prisoners. Here
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e institution is planning to build more cottages to extend such Facifi
. ,a_?;-l ~wumber of inmates. They propose to se_.nd sul::h_fema]e COMicts ﬁ
open el who satisly all conditions and have their family in the family ., s
The prisoners are now being given lessons in motor driving, The Pristriers o
o Destricc HQrs. Berhampore, a distance of 50 kms, from Lalgala by .’rr-z;
swscorted. practice motor driving and come back by the stipulated timg 2

Recommendation of Prison Reform Committee . A Carmmittae o,
orson reonms has recommended that jails, like Sanganer should he replicared

. cther States as well. According to the committee, the process prepares

omacts for [ife outside prison, instils a sense of responsibility in ther 5.4
reduces cvercrowding in jails, It also reduces costs on State.

(5) Reformation and rehabilitation activities :
“owadays imprisonment does not mean to break the stones or gring the
chakkies, but the sense has changed. Prisoners are given full chance to reform
ana rehabiiitate themselves during the period of impriscnment. Tihar jai whic:
S the largest complex of the Asian jails, adopted many reformative an:
Efabilitative steps,
(@) Facilities provided in the Jajl -
. Hﬂ-’h the dﬁyﬁ- have gone when the prisoners were given hard pu:lighr["_-'?-'!f
ﬂf;c:jiisﬂl Now they are treated as human beings and being provided Ay
aduit e::fui:m activities for prisoners are recreations, sports, yoga, med':t*fﬂjr'f{’--
el tion, llllilrar!.h computer leaming facility, vocational traicicd
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the therapyl serves as a reformatory process in several ways. First and mest
mportant, it helps to express, channelise and vendilate onesell. Cne has te
keep m mind that, anyone comvicted or ctherwise exiled from fhe vest of the
world is initially bound to have temendous anger, sggression, sense o
hemhessness, hDFE‘BS&I‘lEEﬁ and emotional F-Iﬂh]-h":'r'ls. Therefare, by ercouraging
and promoting Creative Art, the inddduzl 5 able 1o release Bis pent up
emtions and realize his worth 23 “solf' having a posibve desire of impraving
himself both conscioushy and unconscicasly.
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