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ORGANIZED CRIME IN INDIA 

 

The core organized crime activity is the supply of illegal goods and services to countless 

numbers of citizen customers. It is also deeply involved in legitimate business and in labour 

unions. It employs illegitimate methods-monopolization, terrorism, extortion and tax-evasion 

to drive out or control lawful ownership and leadership, and to extract illegal profits from the 

public. Organized crime also corrupts public officials to avert governmental interference and 

is becoming increasingly sophisticated. In India, in addition to its traditional spheres of 

activities which included extortion, seeking protection money, contract killing, boot-legging, 

gambling, prostitution and smuggling, now added is drug trafficking, illicit arms trading, 

money laundering, transporting illegitimate activities based essentially on its readiness to use 

brute force and violence. By corrupting public officials and thereby monopolizing or near 

monopolizing, organized crime aims to secure for itself power. Later, the money and power it 

begets are used to infiltrate legitimate business and several other related activities. 

Meaning of organized crime : 

Organised crime is defined as “those involved, normally working with others, in 

continuing serious criminal activities for substantial profit, elsewhere”. Organised criminals 

that work together for the duration of a particular criminal activity or activities are what we 

call an organised crime group. 

Organised crime group structures vary. Successful organised crime groups often consist 

of a durable core of key individuals. Around them, there’s a cluster of subordinates, specialists, 

and other more transient members, plus an extended network of disposable associates. 

 

  Many groups are in practice loose networks of criminals that come together for the 

duration of a criminal activity, acting in different roles depending on their skills and expertise. 

Collaboration is reinforced by shared experiences (such as prison), or recommendation from 

trusted individuals. Others are bonded by family or ethnic ties – some ‘crime families’ are 

precisely that. 

Organised criminals make use of specialists who provide a service, sometimes to a 

range of crime gangs. Services include transport, money laundering, debt enforcement, or the 
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provision of false documentation (identity crime underpins a wide variety of organised 

criminal. 

Characteristics Of Organised Crime : 

Continuity: 

 The criminal group operates beyond the life time of individual members and is structured to 

survive changes in lead ship. 

Structure: 

The criminal group is structured as a collection of Hierarchically arranged interdependent 

offices devoted to the Accomplishment of a particular function. It may be highly structured or 

may be rather fluid. It is, however, distinguishable as the ranks are based on power and 

authority. 

Membership: 

The membership in the core criminal group is restricted and based on common traits such as 

ethnicity, criminal background or common interests. The potential members are subjected to a 

lot of scrutiny and required to prove their worth and loyalty to the criminal group. The rules of 

membership include secrecy, a willingness to commit any act for the group and intent to protect 

the group. In return for loyalty, the member of a criminal group receives economic benefits, 

certain prestige, and protection from law enforcement. 

Criminality: 

The criminal group relies on continuing criminal activity to generate income. Thus, continuing 

criminal conspiracy is inherent in organized crime. Some activities such As supplying illegal 

goods and services. 

Violence: 

Violence and the threat of violence are an integral part of a criminal group. The violence or 

threat of it is used against the members of the group to keep them in line as also against the 

outsiders to protect the economic interests of the group. Members are expected to commit, 

condone or authorize violent acts. 
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Power/Profit Goal: 

The members of the criminal group aim at maximizing the group’s profits. The political power 

is achieved through the corruption of public officials, including legislators and political 

executive. The criminal group maintains power through its association with the “protectors” 

who defend the group and its profits. 

 


