
 
Furniture is defined as movable equipment that is created to make a person’s  office or 
home more suitable and comfortable for living or working. Furniture can be used for 
storage, seating or sleeping. The concept of furniture first developed as early as 3100-2500 

B.C. The first items created for household use were made of stone, as wood was not readily 
available during the Neolithic time period. Dressers, cupboards and beds were amongst the 
first forms of furniture. The dresser was said to be the most important piece of furniture in 
the beginning, as they faced the entrance of each house in Neolithic society and often 
displayed carved artwork of symbolic objects. Over the years, especially in modern years, 

the concept of functional furniture in households exploded while keeping the artwork 
aspect that was displayed in the Neolithic period. This has made way for pieces in our 

culture that are both functional to our everyday lives but also a form of artwork that are 
pleasant to look at. The basic design of most furniture has remained the same for the most 
part though material and stability has become stronger and longer lasting with more of a 

focus on comfort and luxury in our modern lives. Chairs have become designed as more 
than just a place to sit, but as a place to relax with items such as recliners and rocking 

features. Beds are designed to comfort us as we sleep instead of providing the mere basics 
to keep us from lying upon the ground. The design change in furniture, in a way, shows the 
evolution of our society from mere survival to lives of luxury and privilege. 

 


