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Child Population Ratio in India 

 

The child population ratio in India refers to the proportion of children (individuals below the age of 18) in 

relation to the total population of the country. Understanding the child population ratio is crucial for analyzing 

the demographic composition of India and addressing the unique needs and challenges faced by children. Here 

is an overview of the child population ratio in India: 

Significant Child Population: India is home to a substantial child population due to its large overall population 

size. According to the last available data from the Census of India in 2011, the child population (0-18 years) 

was estimated to be around 360 million, accounting for approximately 30% of the total population at that time. 

Declining Child Population Ratio: Over the years, there has been a gradual decline in the child population ratio 

in India. Factors such as declining birth rates, increased access to education and healthcare, and changes in 

societal and cultural norms have contributed to this trend. However, it's important to note that the child 

population still represents a significant proportion of the total population. 

Gender Disparity: Gender disparity exists within the child population ratio in India. Cultural and social factors 

have historically resulted in a preference for male children, leading to imbalanced sex ratios among children. 

The issue of female foeticide, infanticide, and neglect continues to affect the child population ratio, particularly 

in certain regions. 

Challenges and Opportunities: The child population ratio in India presents both challenges and opportunities. 

While it highlights the need for policies and interventions that address the specific needs of children, it also 

underscores the importance of investments in education, healthcare, nutrition, and social protection to ensure 

the well-being and development of children. 

Child Rights and Development: Recognizing the significance of the child population, India has taken various 

measures to protect and promote the rights of children. The enactment of the Right to Education Act, Integrated 

Child Development Services (ICDS) scheme, National Nutrition Mission, and other initiatives reflect the 

commitment to improving child well-being and development. 

Addressing Child Protection Issues: India has also focused on addressing child protection issues such as child 

labor, child marriage, child trafficking, and child abuse. Legal frameworks and awareness campaigns have 

been implemented to safeguard children from exploitation and provide them with a safe and nurturing 

environment. 
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Future Outlook: Monitoring the child population ratio is essential for policymakers, organizations, and 

stakeholders working towards child welfare. It helps in identifying gaps, formulating targeted interventions, 

and ensuring the realization of children's rights to education, healthcare, protection, and participation. 

It's important to note that the child population ratio may have changed since the 2011 census data due to 

population growth, demographic shifts, and changing societal dynamics. Regular updates and reliable data 

sources provide a more accurate understanding of the current child population ratio in India, aiding in evidence-

based policy formulation and program implementation for the well-being and development of children. 

 


