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Position of Children in the Unorganized Sector in India 

 

The position of children in the unorganized sector in India remains a significant concern due to 

their vulnerability to exploitation, hazardous working conditions, and limited access to education 

and basic rights. The unorganized sector encompasses a wide range of informal economic activities 

and includes sectors such as agriculture, domestic work, street vending, construction, and small-

scale industries. Here is an overview of the position of children in the unorganized sector in India: 

Widespread Child Labor: Child labor is prevalent in the unorganized sector in India, with a 

significant number of children engaged in various forms of work. These children often work in 

hazardous conditions, enduring long hours, low wages, and physical and psychological risks that 

compromise their well-being and development. 

Lack of Legal Protection: While legislation exists to prohibit child labor, the enforcement of laws 

in the unorganized sector remains a challenge. The Child Labor (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 

1986, bans the employment of children in certain hazardous occupations and processes. However, 

due to the nature of the unorganized sector and limited oversight, many children continue to work 

in exploitative conditions. 

Poverty and Lack of Education: Poverty is a significant driver of child labor in the unorganized 

sector. Many families, facing economic hardships, rely on the income generated by their children 

to meet basic needs. Limited access to quality education further perpetuates the cycle of child 

labor, as children are deprived of the opportunity to develop their potential and break free from the 

cycle of poverty. 

Occupational Hazards and Exploitation: Children in the unorganized sector often work in 

dangerous and exploitative conditions. They may be exposed to physical hazards, toxic substances, 

and unsafe machinery, leading to injuries, health problems, and even loss of life. Additionally, they 

are vulnerable to various forms of exploitation, including physical and verbal abuse, low wages, 

and denial of basic rights. 

Lack of Social Protection: Children in the unorganized sector typically lack social protection 

measures, such as access to healthcare, education, and social security benefits. They often face 
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limited or no legal protection, making them more susceptible to exploitation and hindering their 

overall well-being and development. 

Need for Holistic Approaches: Addressing the issue of child labor in the unorganized sector 

requires a multi-faceted approach. It necessitates measures that promote poverty eradication, 

access to quality education, social protection schemes, and awareness programs to change societal 

attitudes and norms regarding child labor. 

Role of Stakeholders: Combating child labor in the unorganized sector requires the collective effort 

of multiple stakeholders, including the government, civil society organizations, employers, trade 

unions, and communities. These stakeholders should collaborate to enforce existing laws, provide 

support for children's education and welfare, and promote sustainable livelihoods for families. 

Efforts to improve the position of children in the unorganized sector in India should prioritize the 

elimination of child labor, access to quality education, and the provision of social protection 

measures. Emphasis should be placed on creating an enabling environment that promotes 

children's rights, ensures their safety and well-being, and offers them opportunities for their holistic 

development. 

 


