
NATURAL JUSTICE 

INRODUCTION 

Natural justice is a fundamental principle of law that requires decision-makers to act fairly, impartially, 

and in accordance with the rules of natural justice. The principles of natural justice are based on the 

idea that individuals should be given a fair opportunity to be heard and that decisions should be made 

without bias or prejudice. The principles of natural justice apply to a wide range of legal proceedings, 

including administrative proceedings, civil litigation, and criminal trials. 

The concept of natural justice can be traced back to ancient legal systems, such as the Roman law 

principle of "audi alteram partem" (hear the other side), which required judges to give both parties an 

opportunity to be heard before making a decision. In modern times, the principles of natural justice 

have been incorporated into many legal systems around the world, including the legal systems of India, 

the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia. 

There are two main principles of natural justice: the rule against bias and the right to a fair hearing. 

The rule against bias requires that decision-makers be impartial and unbiased when making decisions. 

This means that they must not have any personal interest in the outcome of the decision or be 

influenced by external factors. The right to a fair hearing requires that individuals be given a fair 

opportunity to present their case and that decisions be based on the evidence presented. 

The principles of natural justice are essential to ensuring that decisions are made in a fair and 

transparent manner and that individuals are protected from arbitrary or unfair decisions. The 

principles of natural justice are often invoked in legal proceedings to challenge decisions that are 

perceived to be unfair or biased. By upholding the principles of natural justice, legal systems can 

promote the rule of law, protect individual rights, and ensure that decisions are made in the public 

interest. 

CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND 

The concept of natural justice has its roots in ancient legal systems, such as the Roman law principle 

of "audi alteram partem" (hear the other side). This principle required judges to give both parties an 

opportunity to be heard before making a decision. The principle of natural justice also has links to the 

principles of fairness and impartiality that are inherent in many religious and philosophical traditions. 

In the 17th and 18th centuries, the principles of natural justice were incorporated into the legal 

systems of many European countries. These principles were seen as essential to ensuring that 

decisions were made in a fair and impartial manner, and that individuals were protected from arbitrary 

or unjust decisions. In the United Kingdom, the principles of natural justice were incorporated into the 

common law, and they continue to be an important part of the UK's legal system. 

The principles of natural justice also played a key role in the development of administrative law, which 

regulates the actions of government agencies and other administrative bodies. In the 19th and early 

20th centuries, administrative bodies in many countries were given wide powers to make decisions 

affecting the rights and interests of individuals. The principles of natural justice were seen as essential 

to ensuring that these bodies acted fairly and impartially, and that individuals had the right to 

challenge decisions that were perceived to be unfair or biased. 

In India, the principles of natural justice are enshrined in the Constitution and are a fundamental part 

of administrative law. The Indian Constitution guarantees the right to a fair hearing and the right to be 



heard before a decision is made. These principles have been interpreted by the Indian courts to include 

the principles of impartiality, reasonableness, and the duty to act fairly. 

Overall, the principles of natural justice have evolved over time and have been incorporated into many 

legal systems around the world. These principles are essential to ensuring that decisions are made in 

a fair and transparent manner, and that individuals are protected from arbitrary or unjust decisions. 

EVOLUTION OF NATURAL JUSTICE 

The principles of natural justice have evolved over time, reflecting changes in legal and social attitudes 

towards fairness and justice. The evolution of natural justice can be traced back to ancient legal 

systems, where the principles of fairness and impartiality were embodied in the concept of "audi 

alteram partem" (hear the other side). 

In the 17th and 18th centuries, the principles of natural justice were incorporated into the legal 

systems of many European countries, including the United Kingdom. These principles were seen as 

essential to ensuring that decisions were made in a fair and impartial manner, and that individuals 

were protected from arbitrary or unjust decisions. 

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, administrative law emerged as a distinct area of law, regulating 

the actions of government agencies and other administrative bodies. The principles of natural justice 

played a key role in the development of administrative law, as they were seen as essential to ensuring 

that these bodies acted fairly and impartially, and that individuals had the right to challenge decisions 

that were perceived to be unfair or biased. 

In the latter half of the 20th century, the principles of natural justice continued to evolve in response 

to changing legal and social attitudes. The principles were expanded to include concepts such as 

procedural fairness, which requires decision-makers to act in a transparent and impartial manner, and 

to provide individuals with a fair opportunity to be heard. 

The principles of natural justice have also been extended to apply to a wide range of legal proceedings, 

including criminal trials and civil litigation. In these contexts, the principles of natural justice require 

that individuals be given a fair opportunity to present their case, and that decisions be made on the 

basis of the evidence presented. 

In recent years, the principles of natural justice have also been applied in the context of international 

law and human rights. International human rights law requires that individuals be protected from 

arbitrary or unjust decisions, and that they be given a fair opportunity to be heard before a decision is 

made. 

Overall, the evolution of natural justice reflects the ongoing development of legal and social attitudes 

towards fairness and justice. The principles of natural justice continue to be an important part of legal 

systems around the world, ensuring that decisions are made in a fair and transparent manner, and that 

individuals are protected from arbitrary or unjust decisions. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF NATURAL JUSTICE 

The principles of natural justice are significant for several reasons. First and foremost, they ensure that 

decisions are made in a fair and transparent manner. This is essential to maintaining public confidence 

in the legal system and in the decisions of administrative bodies. 



The principles of natural justice also help to protect individuals from arbitrary or unjust decisions. By 

requiring decision-makers to act fairly and impartially, the principles of natural justice ensure that 

individuals are not unfairly deprived of their rights or interests. 

Additionally, the principles of natural justice provide individuals with the right to be heard before a 

decision is made. This gives individuals the opportunity to present their case and to challenge any 

evidence or arguments put forward by the other side. This is an important safeguard against bias or 

unfairness in decision-making. 

In the context of administrative law, the principles of natural justice are particularly significant. 

Administrative bodies often have significant powers to make decisions affecting the rights and interests 

of individuals. The principles of natural justice ensure that these bodies act fairly and impartially, and 

that individuals have the right to challenge decisions that are perceived to be unfair or biased. 

Overall, the principles of natural justice are a fundamental part of many legal systems around the 

world. They ensure that decisions are made in a fair and transparent manner, and that individuals are 

protected from arbitrary or unjust decisions. 

 

PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL JUSTICE 

The principles of natural justice are based on two fundamental principles: 

• Audi alteram partem: This principle means "hear the other side" or "let the other side be 

heard." It requires that all parties to a dispute be given a fair opportunity to present their case 

and to respond to the arguments of the other side. This principle is also known as the principle 

of "fair hearing." 

• Nemo judex in causa sua: This principle means "no one should be a judge in his own case." It 

requires that decision-makers be impartial and unbiased, and that they not have a personal 

interest in the outcome of the decision. This principle is also known as the principle of "bias." 

In addition to these two fundamental principles, the principles of natural justice may also include: 

• Right to reasons: This principle requires that decision-makers provide reasons for their 

decisions. This is essential to ensuring that decisions are transparent and that individuals have 

the opportunity to understand and challenge the reasoning behind a decision. 

• Procedural fairness: This principle requires that decision-makers follow fair and transparent 

procedures in making decisions. This includes providing notice to all parties, allowing parties 

to present evidence and make arguments, and ensuring that the decision-making process is 

free from bias or unfairness. 

Overall, the principles of natural justice are designed to ensure that decisions are made in a fair and 

transparent manner, and that individuals are protected from arbitrary or unjust decisions. These 

principles are a fundamental part of many legal systems around the world, and they play a key role in 

maintaining public confidence in the legal system and in the decisions of administrative bodies. 

EXAMPLE OF CASES IN INDIA RELATED TO NATURAL JUSTICE 

There have been several cases in India that have dealt with the principles of natural justice. Here are 

a few examples: 



• Maneka Gandhi vs Union of India (1978): This case dealt with the right to travel abroad and 

the principles of natural justice. The Supreme Court held that the right to travel abroad was a 

fundamental right under the Constitution, and that the government could not deprive an 

individual of this right without following the principles of natural justice. 

• A.K. Kraipak vs Union of India (1969): This case dealt with the appointment of a selection 

committee for the appointment of public servants. The Supreme Court held that the principles 

of natural justice required that the selection committee be impartial and unbiased, and that 

the selection process be fair and transparent. 

• Union of India vs Tulsiram Patel (1985): This case dealt with the principles of natural justice in 

the context of disciplinary proceedings against a government servant. The Supreme Court held 

that the principles of natural justice required that the government servant be given a fair 

opportunity to present his case, and that the decision-maker be impartial and unbiased. 

• Olga Tellis vs Bombay Municipal Corporation (1985): This case dealt with the right to livelihood 

and the principles of natural justice. The Supreme Court held that the right to livelihood was 

a fundamental right under the Constitution, and that the government could not deprive an 

individual of this right without following the principles of natural justice. 

Overall, these cases demonstrate the importance of the principles of natural justice in ensuring that 

decisions are made in a fair and transparent manner, and that individuals are protected from arbitrary 

or unjust decisions. 

 


