
CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL CONTRACT FOR CARRIAGE OF GOODS BY AIR SEA ROAD AND 

RAIL 

The Convention on the International Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Air, Sea, Road, and Rail 

(also known as the "CMR Convention") is a legal agreement that governs the terms and conditions of 

contracts for the international transportation of goods. The Convention was adopted in 1956 and has 

been ratified by over 60 countries worldwide. 

The CMR Convention sets out rules and guidelines for the carriage of goods by air, sea, road, and rail, 

including provisions for liability, documentation, and insurance. The Convention establishes a 

standard set of terms and conditions that apply to contracts for the carriage of goods, regardless of 

the mode of transportation. 

Under the CMR Convention, carriers are generally responsible for the safe and timely transport of 

goods, and are liable for any loss, damage, or delay that occurs during transit. The Convention also 

sets out specific requirements for the documentation and labeling of goods, as well as rules for the 

calculation of transport charges. 

One of the key benefits of the CMR Convention is that it provides a consistent legal framework for the 

international transportation of goods, which can help to reduce the risk of disputes between carriers 

and shippers. By establishing clear rules and guidelines for the carriage of goods, the Convention can 

also help to promote the efficient and reliable movement of goods across borders. 

Overall, the CMR Convention is an important legal agreement that helps to govern the international 

transportation of goods by air, sea, road, and rail. By establishing clear rules and guidelines for carriers 

and shippers, the Convention can help to promote the safe, efficient, and reliable movement of goods 

around the world. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Convention on the International Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Air, Sea, Road, and Rail 

(CMR Convention) was adopted on May 19, 1956, in Geneva, Switzerland. The Convention was 

developed under the auspices of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and 

was designed to establish a uniform legal framework for the international transportation of goods. 

The CMR Convention was developed in response to the growing need for a consistent set of rules and 

guidelines for the carriage of goods by air, sea, road, and rail. Prior to the adoption of the Convention, 

the legal framework for international transportation was fragmented and inconsistent, which made it 

difficult for carriers and shippers to understand their rights and obligations. 

The development of the CMR Convention was also driven by the need to promote economic growth 

and development by facilitating the movement of goods across borders. By establishing clear rules 

and guidelines for carriers and shippers, the Convention was intended to promote the safe, efficient, 

and reliable movement of goods across borders, which could help to promote economic growth and 

development. 

Since its adoption in 1956, the CMR Convention has been ratified by over 60 countries worldwide, 

including many European countries, as well as several countries in Asia and South America. The 

Convention has played an important role in promoting the safe, efficient, and reliable movement of 

goods across borders, and continues to be an important legal agreement governing the international 

transportation of goods. 

 



OBJECTIVE 

The objective of the Convention on the International Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Air, Sea, 

Road, and Rail (CMR Convention) is to establish a uniform legal framework for the international 

transportation of goods. The Convention aims to ensure that the rights and obligations of carriers and 

shippers are clearly defined, and that contracts for the carriage of goods are subject to consistent and 

predictable rules. 

By establishing a standard set of terms and conditions that apply to contracts for the carriage of goods 

by air, sea, road, and rail, the CMR Convention helps to promote the efficient and reliable movement 

of goods across borders. The Convention also provides a framework for resolving disputes that may 

arise between carriers and shippers, which can help to reduce the risk of costly and time-consuming 

legal proceedings. 

Overall, the objective of the CMR Convention is to provide a clear and consistent legal framework for 

the international transportation of goods, which can help to promote economic growth and 

development by facilitating the movement of goods between countries. By establishing clear rules and 

guidelines for carriers and shippers, the Convention can help to ensure that international trade is 

conducted in a fair, transparent, and predictable manner. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Convention on the International Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Air, Sea, 

Road, and Rail (CMR Convention) is to establish a legal framework that governs the terms and 

conditions of contracts for the international transportation of goods. The Convention seeks to ensure 

that carriers and shippers have a clear understanding of their rights and obligations when entering 

into contracts for the carriage of goods, regardless of the mode of transportation. 

The purpose of the CMR Convention is to promote the efficient and reliable movement of goods across 

borders by establishing a standard set of rules and guidelines that apply to contracts for the carriage 

of goods by air, sea, road, and rail. The Convention also provides a framework for resolving disputes 

that may arise between carriers and shippers, which can help to reduce the risk of costly and time-

consuming legal proceedings. 

One of the key purposes of the CMR Convention is to establish a clear and consistent legal framework 

for the international transportation of goods, which can help to promote economic growth and 

development by facilitating the movement of goods between countries. By providing a set of rules 

and guidelines that apply to contracts for the carriage of goods, the Convention can help to ensure 

that international trade is conducted in a fair, transparent, and predictable manner. 

Overall, the purpose of the CMR Convention is to promote the safe, efficient, and reliable movement 

of goods across borders by establishing a clear and consistent legal framework that governs the terms 

and conditions of contracts for the international transportation of goods by air, sea, road, and rail. 

KEY FEATURES  

The Convention on the International Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Air, Sea, Road, and Rail 

(CMR Convention) is a widely adopted international treaty governing the terms and conditions of 

contracts for the international transportation of goods. Some of the key features of the CMR 

Convention are: 



1. Applicability: The CMR Convention applies to contracts for the carriage of goods by road, rail, 

air, and sea, including multimodal transport where goods are transported by more than one 

mode of transportation. 

2. Liability of the carrier: The Convention sets out the liability of the carrier for loss, damage, or 

delay of the goods during transportation. The carrier is liable unless they can prove that the 

loss, damage, or delay was caused by an act of God, the inherent nature of the goods, the act 

of the shipper, or an act of a third party. 

3. Limitations on liability: The CMR Convention sets limits on the liability of the carrier for loss or 

damage to the goods during transportation. The liability of the carrier is limited to a certain 

amount per kilogram of gross weight of the goods. 

4. Obligations of the carrier: The carrier has obligations to ensure the safety of the goods during 

transportation, to provide appropriate packaging for the goods, to deliver the goods to the 

agreed destination, and to provide the necessary documentation for the transportation of the 

goods. 

5. Obligations of the shipper: The shipper is responsible for properly packaging and labeling the 

goods, providing accurate and complete documentation for the transportation of the goods, 

and paying the agreed transportation charges. 

6. Arbitration: The CMR Convention provides for mandatory arbitration of disputes that may 

arise between the parties to a contract of carriage. This can help to reduce the time and cost 

of resolving disputes and provide a more efficient and effective means of dispute resolution. 

Overall, the CMR Convention provides a comprehensive legal framework for the international 

transportation of goods by road, rail, air, and sea. Its key features help to ensure the safe, efficient, 

and reliable movement of goods across borders while balancing the interests of carriers and shippers. 

ANALYSIS OF CMR CONVENTION 

The Convention on the International Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Air, Sea, Road, and Rail 

(CMR Convention) is an important international legal agreement that governs the terms and 

conditions of contracts for the international transportation of goods. Here are some key aspects of 

the CMR Convention: 

1. Scope: The CMR Convention applies to contracts for the carriage of goods by air, sea, road, 

and rail. It sets out a standard set of rules and guidelines that apply to all modes of 

transportation, which helps to promote consistency and predictability in international trade. 

2. Carrier's obligations: The Convention sets out the obligations of carriers, including the 

obligation to transport goods safely and efficiently, and to deliver them in good condition. The 

Convention also establishes liability rules for carriers in the event of loss or damage to goods 

during transportation. 

3. Shipper's obligations: The CMR Convention also sets out the obligations of shippers, including 

the obligation to properly package and label goods, and to provide accurate and complete 

documentation for the transportation of goods. 

4. Limitations of liability: The Convention establishes limits on the liability of carriers in the event 

of loss or damage to goods during transportation. These limitations are intended to balance 



the interests of carriers and shippers, and to promote the efficient and reliable movement of 

goods across borders. 

5. Dispute resolution: The CMR Convention provides a framework for the resolution of disputes 

that may arise between carriers and shippers. The Convention establishes a system of 

mandatory arbitration, which can help to reduce the risk of costly and time-consuming legal 

proceedings. 

Overall, the CMR Convention plays an important role in promoting the safe, efficient, and reliable 

movement of goods across borders. By establishing a clear and consistent legal framework for the 

international transportation of goods, the Convention helps to promote economic growth and 

development by facilitating international trade. 

PROS AND CONS 

Like any legal agreement, the Convention on the International Contract for the Carriage of Goods by 

Air, Sea, Road, and Rail (CMR Convention) has both pros and cons. Here are some of the advantages 

and disadvantages of the CMR Convention: 

Pros: 

1. Standardization: The CMR Convention provides a standardized legal framework for the 

international transportation of goods by road, rail, air, and sea. This can help to promote 

consistency and predictability in international trade. 

2. Protection of rights: The Convention provides a legal basis for the protection of the rights of 

both the carrier and the shipper in the event of disputes or conflicts during the transportation 

of goods. 

3. Efficient dispute resolution: The CMR Convention provides for mandatory arbitration of 

disputes, which can be a more efficient and cost-effective means of resolving disputes than 

litigation in court. 

4. Liability limitations: The Convention sets limits on the liability of carriers in the event of loss 

or damage to goods during transportation. This can help to reduce the financial risk for carriers 

and promote the efficient movement of goods across borders. 

 

 

Cons: 

1. Limited scope: The CMR Convention applies only to contracts for the international 

transportation of goods by road, rail, air, and sea. It does not cover other forms of 

transportation, such as pipelines or digital transmission. 

2. Limited liability: The liability limits set by the Convention may not fully compensate shippers 

for the loss or damage of their goods, particularly if the goods are valuable or rare. 

3. Complexity: The legal language used in the CMR Convention can be complex and difficult to 

understand for non-legal professionals. This can make it challenging for carriers and shippers 

to fully understand their rights and obligations under the Convention. 



4. Varying interpretations: The CMR Convention has been interpreted differently in different 

countries, which can create uncertainty and confusion for carriers and shippers operating 

across borders. 

Overall, the CMR Convention has been successful in promoting the safe, efficient, and reliable 

movement of goods across borders. While there are some limitations and challenges associated with 

the Convention, its benefits generally outweigh its drawbacks. 

 


