
Dimensions of speech 

 

Syllables: It’s the smallest unit of speech sound which cannot be broken further. It is judged 

by the vowel sound a e i o u 

 

For example, a word “bee” /bi:/ has one syllable as the speech sounds cannot be divided 

further. There is only one sound . similarly words like “go”, “you” /u:/ etc has one sound. 

 

Syllables can be divided according to the parts of sounds in each word. 

 

For example: 

 

1 syllable words: /Man/, /bird/, /fight/, /flight/, /take/, /cold/ etc. 

 

2 syllable words:  Index = /in/ /dex/ 

   Napkin = /nap/ /kn/ 

   Public = /pub/ /lk/ 

   Victim = /vic/ /tm/  

 

3 syllable words: Fantastic = /fan/ /tas/ /tk/ 

   Capital = /ca/ /p/ /tl/  

   Magnetic = /mag/ /ne/ /tk/ 

   Sediment = /s/ /di/ /ment/ 

 

4 syllable words:  Establishment = /es/ /ta/ /blish/ /ment/ 

   Disinfectant = /ds/ /in/ /fk/ tant/ 

   Academic = /a/ /ke/ /d/ mk/ 

    

5 syllable words:  Photographical = /f/ /to/ /gra/ /f/ /cal/ 

   Fundamentally = /fn/ /d/ /men/ /t/ /li/ 

 

 
 

Stress in words 

 

Stress in a word means pronouncing one syllable of a multisyllabic word with greater 

emphasis (stress), or force, than the other syllables in the word. It is denoted by (`) this 

symbol at the top of the stressed syllable.  

Such as  “parent” = /`pa/ /rent/ ,  “quiet” = /`kwait/,   “seldom” = /`sel/ /dm/  

 “embrace” = /em/ /`breis/, “explain” = /eks/ /`plain/,  “objection” = /ob/ /`jec//shn/ 

  

 



  

 
Stress shift by using suffixes to any word 

 

1. Stress is shifted to the next syllable if any suffix is added to the word.  

 

Example : `photo,  pho`tograph,  photo`graphy,  photogra`phic,  photographi`cal, 

photographica`ly. 

 

`politics,  po`litical,  poli`tician,   politi`cally 

 

2. Stress is shifted to the next syllable when pronounced as a noun or a verb. 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Intonation 

 

 

Intonation, in phonetics, the rhythmic/melodic pattern of a speech. Intonation is primarily a 

matter of variation in the pitch level of the voice . In English, stress and rhythm are also 

involved. Intonation conveys differences of expressive meaning (e.g., surprise, anger, 

wariness). 

 
“Your name is John,” beginning with a medium pitch and ending with a lower one (falling 

intonation), is a simple assertion; “Your name is John?”, with a rising intonation (high final 

pitch), indicates a question. 

 

  
 

Falling Intonation  

Falling intonation is when the words in a sentence gradually fall in tone  at the end of the 

sentence.  

When the sentence starts from a high pitch to low pitch it is falling tone. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/pitch-speech
https://www.britannica.com/science/vocalization
https://www.britannica.com/topic/stress-linguistics
https://www.britannica.com/topic/question


 

 

Rising Intonation 

When the words in a sentence gradually rise in tone at the end of the sentence. When the 

sentence starts from a low pitch to high pitch it is rising tone. 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

  

 

 

 

Pitch 
 



Pitch is a property of sounds which defines the frequency of any sound on a related scale, 

pitch is the quality that makes it possible to judge sounds as "higher" and "lower" in the 

sense associated with musical melodies. 

 
 

Rhythm 
A regular repeated pattern of movement or sound. It is a regular pattern of stressed and an 

unstressed syllable. 

 

 
Paralinguistic 

 

 

Para linguistics is the part of communication outside of the words themselves – the volume, 

speed, intonation of a voice along with gestures and other non-verbal cues.  

 

Voice Modulation is when you control or adjust your voice. It's when you choose to go 

louder or softer, faster or slower, dramatic or emotional. Basically, voice modulation means 

using your voice and tone to communicate your message more effectively. 

 



 

 

 

 



Speeches 

Choosing the Right Speech Delivery 

A good speaker will also think about the delivery method, or the way in which the speech 

will be conveyed to the audience. There are a few ways in which this is done:  

• Impromptu  

• Extemporaneous  

• Manuscript  

• Memorized  

Let's explore them now.  

Impromptu Speeches 

Impromptu speech is a speech that has no advanced planning or practice. Here are a few tips 

you can use:  

• Think for a second about what you are going to say.  

• Keep your points brief and to the point.  

• Take a few seconds between thoughts to compose yourself.  

If you take your time and think about what you would like to say, speeches will be a little 

safer. They are a combination of a researched speech and an off-the-cuff speech.  

Extemporaneous Speeches 

The extemporaneous speech is a perfect balance. This speech involves the speaker's use of 

notes and some embellishment to deliver a speech.  

• It prompts or guides a speaker from point to point,  

• There is a loose guideline for his speech.  

• Need not memorize anything; but points or cues to know where to go next.  

• The speaker must rehearse this speech for timing, rhythm and flow 

There are advantages and disadvantages to this type of speech. For one, the audience will 

think you are a genius. You used few notes and appeared to know everything about the topic. 

But this is not something that can be done quickly.  

Manuscript Speeches 

In a manuscript speech, the speaker reads every word from a pre-written speech. This seems 

easy enough. Well, if your audience enjoys a bedtime story, it may work.  

• Reading directly from the pages of a script has its benefits. You won't miss a single 

word or important fact.  

• It can be boring.  

• Without eye contact, animation or movement on stage, 

• The audience may become disinterested.  
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