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UNIT 1 
 
 
 
A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO CREATIVE WRITING 
 
 
What is creative writing ? Give examples. 
 
Creative writing is a form of writing where creativity is at the forefront of its purpose through 
using imagination, creativity, and innovation in order to tell a story through strong written 
visuals with an emotional impact, like in poetry writing, short story writing, novel writing, 
and more. 
 
Creative writing, a form of artistic expression, draws on the imagination to convey 
meaning through the use of imagery, narrative, and drama. This is in contrast to analytic 
or pragmatic forms of writing. This genre includes poetry, fiction (novels, short stories), 
scripts, screenplays, and creative non-fiction. 
 
 
What are the 5 genres of creative writing? 
Types of Creative Writing 

• Expository. 
• Descriptive. 
• Narrative. 
• Persuasive. 

Also, journal or letter writing is included in it. Each writing genre has its own unique 
purpose and requires different skills. 
 
What is the main purpose of creative writing? 
The purpose of creative writing is to both entertain and share human experience. Writers 
attempt to get at a truth about humanity through poetics and storytelling 
 
Why is creative writing a skill? 
A creative writing degree can give one the skills to fulfill a role as a professional writer. 
With these abilities, one can show employers that s/he can deliver well-written work that 
appeals to the interests of consumers. 
 
What are the important features of creative writing? 
Creative writing is any writing that goes outside the bounds of normal professional, 
journalistic, academic, or technical forms of literature. 
It is typically identified by an emphasis on narrative craft, character development, and 
the use of literary tropes or with various traditions of poetry and poetics. 
 
What are 5 important benefits of creative writing? 

• Imagination. Creative writing boosts your imagination as you create new worlds, 
situations and characters in your work  



2 
 

• Empathy (fellow-feeling) 
• Better Thought Clarification 
• Broader Vocabulary 
• Critical Review 

Genres and kinds of Writing 
 
1. Expository [Explanatory] writing: 
 
It is writing that seeks to explain, illuminate or 'expose' (which is where the word 'expository' 
comes from).  
This type of writing can include essays, newspaper and magazine articles, instruction 
manuals, textbooks, encyclopedia articles and other forms of writing, so long as they seek to 
explain.  
It seeks to explain a topic to readers by analyzing and evaluating information. 
 
What is the aim of expository writing? 
Expository writing has a clear purpose: to educate the reader. While it may also entertain or 
persuade the reader, these are secondary benefits and not the author's goal. 
 
What are the 5 characteristics of expository writing? 
The main features include: 

• Informative. Expository text is meant to deposit information. 
• Clarity. Using words that clearly show what the author is talking about. 
• Organization of the text. A well-written exposition remains focused on its topic and 

lists events in chronological order. 
• Impersonal  
• Unbiased. 

What are the examples of expository writing ? 

Most common types of expository writing are descriptive essays, process essays, comparison 
essays, cause/effect essays and problem/solution essays. 

Eg. Travel books, Travel Guides, cookbooks etc.  

Expository essays discuss topics by using facts rather than opinions. 

What is the language of expository writing? 
Since an expository piece is meant to explain something, it needs to use concise, easy-to-
read language. This type of writing will not contain overly descriptive language or advanced 
vocabulary. The sentences should be simple and to the point and shorter sentences are better 
for the reader. 

Advantages of Expository writing:  It helps students build knowledge and understanding, 
and improve communication skills. 

What is the structure of expository text? 
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Expository texts typically follow one of five formats: cause and effect, compare and contrast, 
description, problem and solution, and sequence. Students can learn to recognize the text 
structure by analyzing the signal words contained within the text. 

Sample Expository Essay Topics From Students 

 

Tenth-graders wrote the following general expository essay topics. Students can practice 
writing these topics or use the list to come up with topics of their own. The important thing to 
remember is that these expository essays are based on facts rather than the writer's beliefs or 
feelings. 

Examples of Expository Topics: 

    Explain why you admire a particular person. 

    Explain why someone you know should be regarded as a leader. 

    Explain why parents are sometimes strict. 

    If you had to be an animal, which would you be and why? 

    Explain why you especially enjoy a particular teacher. 

    Explain why you like or don't like working in a team. 

    Describe some nonmaterial things that make you happy. 

    Explain how music affects your life. 

    Explain the impact of different music genres on society. 

    Explain the likely consequences of skipping school. 

    Describe the likely consequences of doing poorly in studies/academics. 

    Explain why students do drugs. 

    Describe the likely consequences of selling drugs. 

    Describe the likely consequences of taking drugs. 

    Explain the likely consequences of being kicked out of school. 

    Explain the likely consequences of skipping classes. 

    Explain why teens wear makeup. 

    Explain the consequences of having alcohol on the University campus. 
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Refer to this link for sample expository essays: 
 
https://medium.com/@sampleessay/expository-essay-samples-just-the-facts-76ec06d70b1d 
 

 

 

2. Descriptive writing: 
 
What is Descriptive Writing? 
 
Descriptive writing is a style or technique of writing used by the writer to help the reader 
vividly visualize the story or situation, using words, metaphors, adjectives, and other literary 
techniques.  
 
This style of writing is useful when you want the reader to imagine or picture the story or 
situation you are writing about. 

The idea is to provide the reader with rich detail for them to picture in their minds the 
characters, settings, objects, emotions, and places or even events taking place in real-time. 

Descriptive writing is writing in which the author's intent is to create a vivid image of what 
he/she is describing in the mind of the reader. 

 

What is the purpose of Descriptive Writing? 

The primary purpose of descriptive writing is to describe a person, place or thing in such a 
way that a picture is formed in the reader's mind. Capturing an event through descriptive 
writing involves paying close attention to the details by using all of your five senses. 

What is Descriptive Language? 

Descriptive language is a technique used to add depth to a piece of writing. It can be used 
in both fiction and nonfiction texts. Descriptive language is the use of descriptive words such 
as adjectives, adverbs or descriptive verbs to give the story added detail. 

There are three major types of descriptive writing: 

• Writing about a person. 
• Writing about an object. 
• Writing about a place. 

What are the  characteristics of descriptive writing? 
Characteristics of Descriptive writing 
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• The Introduction. 
• Should establish purpose. 
• Sets tone for impression. ...  
• The Body. 
• Includes details (sensory, factual, figurative). 
• Iincludes thoughts and feelings. 
• Should be arranged in a local order. 
• Has transitions (passage) that connect ideas. 

 

What are the rules of descriptive writing? 

• Cut out/ Avoid obvious descriptions..  
• Use surprising words  
• Remember sensory details. It should be palatable. 
• Make use of figurative language.  
• Be wary/cautious of over-description.  

 

What are the benefits of descriptive writing? 
 
It enhances and promotes language, new vocabulary, and encourages students to learn about 
things they are unfamiliar with. It allows students to think outside of the box and expand on 
their thoughts. Descriptive writing allows students autonomy in what they choose to write 
about. 
 
Structure of Descriptive Writing: 

• Introduction 
• Body [2 or 3 paragraphs] [Depends upon the topic and the writer’s imaginative 

& interpretive skills] 
• Conclusion 

 
 Example: Story Writing, Novels 
 
 
 
3. Narrative writing: 
 
What is narrative writing ?  Give examples. 
 
Narrative writing is, essentially, story writing. A narrative can be fiction or nonfiction, and it 
can also occupy the space between these as a semi-autobiographical story, historical fiction, 
or a dramatized retelling of actual events 
 
Writers use a narrator style to present their point of view in a chronological manner. There 
are flashbacks and multiple timelines. 
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A narrative essay tells a story. In most cases, this is a story about a personal experience 
you had. This type of essay, along with the descriptive essay, allows you to get personal and 
creative, unlike most academic writing. 
 
 Some of the popular examples of narrative writing include essays, fairy tales, 
autobiographies and news stories. 
 
 
 
What is the main purpose of narrative writing? 
 
Narration means the art of storytelling, and the purpose of narrative writing is to tell stories. 
Any time you tell a story to a friend or family member about an event or incident in your day, 
you engage in a form of narration. In addition, a narrative can be factual or fictional. 
 
What are the 5 parts of narrative writing? 
 
It consists of  
 
1. exposition (introduction of setting and characters) 

2. rising action (events that build conflict for the protagonist) 

3. climax (tension of conflict reaches highest, most intense point) 

4. falling action (the events following the climax), & denouement (the resolution of conflict) 

 

What are the 7 elements of a narrative ? 
 
You can turn the slightest concept into a gripping tale by mastering the seven essential 
elements of a story — theme, characters, setting, plot, conflict, point of view, and style. 
 

 
 
4. Persuasive writing: 
 
Persuasive writing is a form of nonfiction writing that encourages careful word choice, the 
development of logical arguments, and a cohesive summary. 
 
 
Examples: Advt persuading people to buy something; a poster encouraging people to abstain 
from smoking;  a travel brochure enticing the reader  to visit a particular country. 
 
What are the characteristics of persuasive? 
Traditionally, persuasion involves ethos (credibility), logos (logic), and pathos (emotion). 
By performing these three elements competently, a speaker can enhance their persuasive 
power. 
 
What are the 5 types of persuasive writing? 
Kinds of Persuasive Writing 
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• TV commercials or print ads. 
• Newspaper editorials. 
• Personal opinion or thought pieces. 
• Political speeches and literature. 
• Songs and poems. 
• Love letters. 

How do you write persuasive writing? 

1.  Pick a topic you're passionate about.You'll do your best persuading when it's 
something you truly believe in.  

2. Know your audience.  
3. Hook the reader's attention.  
4. Research both sides.  
5. Be empathetic.  
6. Ask rhetorical questions.  
7. Emphasize your point  
8. Repeat yourself. 
9. Have 3-4 strong and relevant ideas to support your thesis. 
10. Include counter argument, 

What is persuasion technique? 
What are persuasion techniques? Persuasion techniques are psychological tools people use 
to influence others' opinions and actions. As the understanding of social psychology 
grows, so does knowledge of effective persuasion strategies. 

What is the main purpose of persuasive writing? 

It attempts to persuade a reader to adopt a certain point of view or to take a particular action. 

  
What are the characteristics of persuasive writing? 
A well-written persuasive essay is based on sound reasoning, detailed and relevant 
evidence, and a thorough consideration of alternatives.  
 
Persuasive Essay Topic Samples:  
 
Educational persuasive essay topics 

• Should soda be offered in school cafeterias? 
• Should schools teach abstinence-only education? 
• Why should schools teach financial literacy? 
• Do all students need to go to college? 
• Should students take a gap year after high school? 
• Do all students need to learn a foreign language? 

Refer the link below: 
https://www.weareteachers.com/persuasive-essay-topics/ 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: NOTES COMPILED FROM VARIOUS OPEN SOURCES 

https://www.weareteachers.com/persuasive-essay-topics/
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