Multifunctional banks, also known as universal banks or financial conglomerates, are financial
institutions that offer a wide range of banking and financial services under one roof. Unlike
specialized banks that focus on a specific aspect of financial services, multifunctional banks provide
a comprehensive suite of services, catering to various customer needs. These services may include:

Retail Banking: Basic banking services for individual customers, such as savings and checking
accounts, loans (personal, auto, home), credit cards, and other consumer-oriented products.
Commercial Banking: Services for businesses, including business loans, working capital financing,
trade finance, and cash management solutions.

Investment Banking: Offerings such as underwriting, mergers and acquisitions (M&A) advisory,
corporate finance, and capital market activities.

Asset Management: Managing investment portfolios on behalf of clients, including mutual funds,
pension funds, and other investment products.

Insurance: Providing various insurance products, such as life insurance, property insurance, health
insurance, and more.

Wealth Management: Catering to high-net-worth individuals (HNWIs) and offering personalized
investment and financial planning services.

Treasury Services: Managing a bank's own treasury operations, including liquidity management,
foreign exchange, and interest rate risk management.

Securities Brokerage: Facilitating the buying and selling of securities, stocks, bonds, and other
financial instruments.

Financial Advisory Services: Providing financial advice and consultation to clients on various
financial matters.

The idea behind multifunctional banks is to offer customers a one-stop-shop for all their financial
needs. This can provide convenience and synergy between different financial services, making it
easier for customers to manage their finances and for the bank to cross-sell various products to its
existing customer base. However, it's worth noting that some countries have regulations in place to
prevent banks from becoming too big or interconnected, as this can potentially create systemic
risks in the financial system.

It's important to be aware that banking and financial regulations can vary significantly between
countries, and the scope of services offered by multifunctional banks may differ accordingly.



