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STAGES OF CRIME UNDER IPC 

 

The stages of a crime under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) involve the process from the 

inception of a criminal act to its resolution through the criminal justice system. These stages 

outline the elements and actions that constitute a criminal offense and the subsequent legal 

processes. Here are the stages of a crime under the IPC: 

• Inchoate Offense (Preparation): 

The first stage of a crime typically involves the planning and preparation of the criminal 

act. This stage may include activities like gathering tools or weapons, making 

arrangements, or discussing the crime with others. In some cases, preparatory acts 

themselves can be considered criminal, such as conspiracy or attempt. 

• Criminal Intent (Mens Rea): 

Before a crime is committed, there must be a guilty mind or criminal intent (mens rea) 

on the part of the accused. This stage involves the formulation of the intention or 

knowledge to commit the crime. Different offenses may require varying levels of intent, 

such as intent, knowledge, recklessness, or negligence. 

• Actus Reus: 

Actus reus refers to the physical act or conduct that constitutes the criminal offense. It 

is the external, observable behavior that violates the law. Without actus reus, there is no 

criminal liability. The act must be a voluntary, affirmative act or omission, depending 

on the nature of the offense. 

• Commission of the Offense: 

This stage involves the actual commission of the crime. It is the point at which the 

accused carries out the actus reus with the requisite mens rea. The criminal offense is 

said to be complete at this stage. 

• Discovery of the Crime: 

Following the commission of the offense, the crime may be discovered by law 

enforcement, witnesses, or the victim. This stage marks the moment when the criminal 

act comes to the attention of authorities or the public. 
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• Investigation and Gathering of Evidence: 

After the discovery of the crime, law enforcement agencies initiate an investigation to 

gather evidence and information related to the offense. This stage involves interviewing 

witnesses, collecting physical evidence, and conducting forensic analysis. 

• Filing of Complaint or FIR (First Information Report): 

In many cases, a formal complaint is filed with the police, and an FIR is registered. The 

FIR initiates the legal process and triggers the involvement of the criminal justice 

system. 

• Arrest and Detention: 

If there is sufficient evidence and grounds for suspicion, law enforcement may arrest 

the accused. The accused may be detained pending further legal proceedings. 

• Charges or Filing of Complaint in Court: 

Law enforcement or the victim may file a formal complaint or chargesheet in court, 

outlining the details of the alleged offense, evidence, and witnesses. 

• Trial: 

The trial is the legal process in which the accused faces charges in court. The 

prosecution and defense present evidence and arguments, and the court determines the 

guilt or innocence of the accused. If found guilty, the court proceeds to sentencing. 

• Sentencing: 

If the accused is convicted, the court determines an appropriate punishment or sentence 

based on the nature of the crime, the offender's criminal history, and other relevant 

factors. 

• Appeal and Review: 

Following a conviction, the accused may have the right to appeal the decision to a 

higher court. The appeal process allows for a review of the trial and sentencing. 

• Execution of Sentence (if applicable): 

If the accused is sentenced to imprisonment, the sentence is carried out in accordance 

with legal procedures. 

These stages illustrate the progression of a crime from its initial planning and intent 

through to the conclusion of the legal process, including investigation, trial, and, if applicable, 

the execution of a sentence. The specific stages and details can vary based on the nature of the 

crime and the jurisdiction's legal system. 


