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SPECIFIC RELIEF – MEANING, NATURE AND SCOPE 

 

I. Introduction to Specific Relief 

A. Definition: Specific relief refers to the remedy provided by the court to enforce a 

specific performance or prevent the breach of an obligation. 

B. The Specific Relief Act, 1963: The act provides the legal framework for granting 

specific relief in civil cases. 

In other words, Specific relief refers to a legal remedy provided by courts to enforce 

a specific obligation or obtain a specific performance from a party in a civil dispute. 

It is a discretionary remedy granted by the court and is aimed at ensuring justice in 

cases where monetary compensation is not an adequate solution and The Specific 

Relief Act, 1963 is an Indian legislation that governs the principles and procedures 

for granting specific relief. It defines the various forms of specific relief and lays down 

the conditions under which such relief can be granted. 

II. Meaning and Nature of Specific Relief 

Meaning of Specific Relief: Specific relief is a remedy that is specific to the subject 

matter of the dispute. It aims to restore the party to the position he or she would have 

been in if the contract or agreement had been performed as agreed. It may involve 

compelling a party to carry out their contractual obligations or restraining them from 

committing a wrongful act. 

Nature of Specific Relief:  

Specific relief is an equitable remedy, which means it is based on principles of fairness 

and justice rather than strict legal rules. It is discretionary in nature, and the court 

considers various factors, such as the nature of the contract, the conduct of the parties, 

and the practicality of enforcing the relief, before granting specific relief. 

The Meaning and nature of Specific relief also covers the following points: 

A. Specific Performance: Specific relief may involve the court ordering the 

performance of a specific act as required by a contract or legal obligation. 

B. Injunctions: Specific relief can also include the issuance of injunctions, which are 

court orders that prohibit a person from doing a particular act. 

C. Discretionary Remedy: Specific relief is a discretionary remedy, meaning that the 

court has the discretion to grant or deny it based on the circumstances of each case. 
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D. Alternative to Damages: Specific relief is an alternative to monetary damages and 

aims to restore the parties to their original positions. 

III. Scope of Specific Relief 

The scope of specific relief is broad and covers a wide range of contractual and civil 

disputes. It applies to cases involving contracts for the sale or lease of property, 

partnerships, intellectual property rights, specific performance of trusts, and breach of 

contract, among others. 

A. Contracts: Specific relief can be sought in cases involving breach of contract, 

where the court may order the defaulting party to perform their contractual 

obligations. 

B. Property Disputes: Specific relief can be granted in cases concerning the 

ownership or possession of property, where the court may order the restoration of 

possession or specific acts related to the property. 

C. Trusts and Trustees: Specific relief is available in cases involving trusts and 

trustees, allowing the court to enforce the duties and obligations of trustees. 

D. Tortious Acts: Specific relief can be sought in cases involving tortious acts, where 

the court may grant injunctions to prevent or restrain the wrongful actions of 

individuals. 

E. Intellectual Property: Specific relief is available in cases of infringement of 

intellectual property rights, where the court may order the cessation of the infringing 

activity. 

F. Other Circumstances: The court has the power to grant specific relief in other 

cases as well, depending on the circumstances and the relief sought. 

IV. Limitations of Specific Relief 

The Specific ReliefAct, 1963 imposes certain limitations on the grant of specific 

relief. These include cases where monetary compensation is an adequate remedy, 

cases involving personal service contracts, contracts dependent on the personal 

qualifications of the parties, and cases where the performance of the contract involves 

continuous supervision by the court. Following are some points of limitations also: 

A. Adequacy of Damages: Specific relief may not be granted if monetary damages 

would be an adequate remedy for the aggrieved party. 
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B. Personal Services: Specific performance of personal services is generally not 

enforceable by the court. 

C. Continuous Supervision: Specific relief requiring continuous supervision may 

not be feasible for the court to enforce. 

D. Discretion of the Court: The court has the discretion to deny specific relief if it 

deems it inappropriate or unjust in a particular case. 

V. Conclusion 

• Specific relief is a legal remedy provided by the court to enforce specific 

performance or prevent the breach of obligations. 

• The Specific Relief Act, 1963, governs the granting of specific relief in civil cases. 

• Specific relief can take the form of specific performance or injunctions. 

• The scope of specific relief covers various areas, including contracts, property 

disputes, trusts, torts, and intellectual property. 

• However, there are limitations to the availability of specific relief, and its granting 

is at the discretion of the court. 


