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Introduction

"India lives in her seven hundred thousand villages." – Mahatma Gandhi

• Villages form the foundation of Indian society, shaping its social, cultural, and economic life.

• Even today’s global cities like London, New York, Mumbai evolved from small villages.

• Understanding rural social structures is key to understanding larger societies like towns and cities.



Contrasting Views on Indian Villages

Mahatma Gandhi: Idealized the village as the soul of India – simple, self-sufficient, and moral.

Jawaharlal Nehru: Rejected glorification of traditional villages due to caste and social inequalities.

B.R. Ambedkar: Strongly criticized the village as a den of casteism, ignorance, and exclusion.

Villages often reflect rigid caste hierarchies, economic disparity, and communal divisions.



Why Study Villages?

🟢 M.N. Srinivas

• Defined the village as a “community that commands loyalty from all residents.”

• Emphasized the integrated social structure of rural life.

🟢 D.N. Majumdar

• Focused on caste, kinship, politics, and leadership in village settings.

• Studied how these elements shape social hierarchy and power dynamics.

🟢 Yogendra Singh

• Broadened the scope by including religion and economy.

• Highlighted value change and modernization in rural society.



1955 – A Watershed Year

📚Key Publications:

• S.C. Dube – Indian Village

• M.N. Srinivas – India’s Villages

• D.N. Majumdar – Rural Profile

• McKim Marriott – Village India

🔍 Significance:

• Marked the beginning of systematic, empirical village studies in India.

• Challenged the myth of self-sufficient villages.

• Shifted focus from idealized to real, complex village life.

• Brought sociological and anthropological rigor to rural studies.



Significance of Village Studies in India

Why Village Studies Matter (M.N. Srinivas – Caste in 

Modern India):

1. Aids in planning rural reconstruction

2. Helps in identifying local problems

3. Bridges gap between book view vs. field view 

4. Debunks myths about villages being static

5. Enables anthropological data collection

6. Tracks modernization and urbanization impacts

7) Helps explore social change directions

• Develops new concepts:

• Dominant caste

• Segmented structures

8) Harmonic–disharmonic systems

9) Provides case-based social analysis

10) A scientific tool to study society



Significance of Village Studies

Practical Applications:

• Rural planning and development

• Identifying real-world issues

• Bridging "book view" vs. "field view" (Srinivas)

Academic Contributions:

1. Myth-busting and de-romanticization

2. Building data for anthropology

3. Tracking effects of modernization

4. Tools for studying social change

5. Emergence of new concepts: dominant caste, segmented structures



Major Indian Thinkers - 1

🟢 1. M.N. Srinivas

Village Studied: Rampura, Karnataka

Method: Participant Observation

Key Concepts:

• Sanskritization

• Dominant Caste

• Caste as flexible, not rigid

Contribution:

• Social change within tradition

• Inter-caste relations and ritual roles

🟢

🟢 2. A.R. Desai

Approach: Marxist

Work: Rural Sociology in India

Focus:

• Class conflict (landlords, peasants, 

laborers)

Contribution:

• Highlighted economic inequality 

and power dynamics

• Criticized caste-only lens



Major Indian Thinkers - 2

🟢 3. André Béteille

Village Studied: Sripuram, Tamil Nadu

Method: Fieldwork + Historical Analysis

Focus:

• Interplay of caste, class, and land 

ownership

Contribution:

• Critiqued caste-only theories

• Showed caste-class-power 

interlinkages

🟢 4. D.N. Majumdar

Village Studied: Mohammadpur, Uttar 

Pradesh

Focus:

• Modernization’s impact on caste, 

family, economy

Contribution:

• One of the first to study tradition–

modernity interaction

• Emphasized socio-cultural village life



Major Indian Thinkers - 3

🟢 5. Yogendra Singh

Focus: Rural modernization, education, 

value change

Contribution:

• Villages are part of a national 

transformation

• Connected rural studies to 

development and mobility

🟢 6. Surajit Sinha

Village Studied: Rampur, West Bengal

Focus:

Caste-tribal interaction, leadership

Contribution:

• Highlighted ethnic diversity in 

village life

• Integrated tribal societies into 

mainstream rural studies




