
M.A. Sociology, Semester II, Indian Social Thought 

 

Unit–5 

DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR: LIFE SKETCH, VIEWS ON DHARMA, CASTE AND 

UNTOUCHABILITY, NATIONALISM AND PERSPECTIVE ON MARGINALISATION 

Introduction 

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar occupies a very important place in Indian social and political 

thought. He was a jurist, economist, sociologist, social reformer, educationist, constitutional 

expert, and champion of social justice. Dr. Ambedkar devoted his entire life to the upliftment 

of oppressed, marginalized, and untouchable communities in India. 

He strongly criticized social inequality, caste hierarchy, untouchability, and discrimination 

prevalent in Indian society. Ambedkar believed that equality, liberty, fraternity, and social 

justice are essential for building a democratic society. 

His philosophy emphasized: 

 Human dignity 

 Equality 

 Constitutional rights 

 Social justice 

 Education 

 Democratic values 

Dr. Ambedkar played a leading role in drafting the Constitution of India and establishing 

democratic principles in modern India. His ideas continue to inspire movements for equality, 

human rights, and social justice throughout the world. 
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Life Sketch of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was born on 14 April 1891 in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh, in a 

Mahar family, which was considered an untouchable caste in traditional Hindu society. From 



childhood, Ambedkar experienced caste discrimination, humiliation, and social exclusion. 

These experiences deeply influenced his personality and social philosophy. 

Despite severe discrimination, Ambedkar pursued higher education with determination. He 

studied at: 

 Columbia University (USA) 

 London School of Economics (UK) 

He earned degrees in economics, law, and political science and became one of the most 

educated leaders of modern India. 

Ambedkar dedicated his life to fighting against caste discrimination and untouchability. He 

launched several social movements for the rights of Dalits and marginalized communities. He 

also established organizations and journals to spread awareness regarding equality and social 

justice. 

Ambedkar played a historic role as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Indian 

Constitution. He ensured that the Constitution guaranteed: 

 Equality 

 Fundamental rights 

 Social justice 

 Protection of weaker sections 

In 1956, Ambedkar embraced Buddhism along with millions of followers because he believed 

Buddhism promoted equality, rationality, and human dignity. He passed away on 6 December 

1956, but his ideas continue to inspire social transformation and democratic movements. 
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Ambedkar’s Views on Dharma 

Dr. Ambedkar gave great importance to Dharma, but he interpreted it differently from 

traditional religious perspectives. According to Ambedkar, Dharma should promote: 

 Equality 

 Justice 

 Morality 

 Human welfare 



He rejected religious practices that encouraged caste discrimination, inequality, and 

untouchability. Ambedkar believed that religion should serve humanity rather than justify 

oppression and exploitation. 

According to Ambedkar: 

“Religion must be based on reason and morality.” 

He strongly criticized orthodox Hindu social order because it institutionalized caste hierarchy 

and denied equality to lower castes. Ambedkar believed that true religion should uphold liberty, 

equality, and fraternity. 

For this reason, he accepted Buddhism because he considered it rational, democratic, and 

humanitarian. Buddhism, according to Ambedkar, emphasized compassion, equality, morality, 

and social justice. 
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Views on Caste System 

Dr. Ambedkar was one of the strongest critics of the caste system in India. According to him, 

caste is a system of social stratification that creates inequality, discrimination, and social 

division. 

He argued that caste destroys: 

 Equality 

 Brotherhood 

 National unity 

 Human dignity 

Ambedkar believed that caste is not merely a division of labour but a division of labourers. It 

restricts freedom, social mobility, and opportunities for lower castes. 

He strongly criticized Manusmriti and Brahmanical social order because they legitimized caste 

hierarchy and untouchability. According to Ambedkar, caste system is incompatible with 

democracy and human rights. 

In his famous work Annihilation of Caste, Ambedkar argued that caste must be completely 

abolished for achieving social equality and justice. 
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Untouchability 

Ambedkar considered untouchability as one of the greatest evils of Indian society. 

Untouchables were denied: 

 Education 

 Temple entry 

 Public facilities 

 Social dignity 

 Equal opportunities 

Ambedkar believed that untouchability dehumanized millions of people and destroyed social 

unity. He launched several movements against untouchability such as: 

 Mahad Satyagraha 

 Temple Entry Movement 

 Campaigns for civil rights 

He demanded equal rights and dignity for untouchables and argued that social democracy 

cannot exist without social equality. 

Ambedkar believed that legal reforms, education, political representation, and social 

awareness are necessary for eliminating untouchability. 
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Ambedkar’s Views on Nationalism 



Ambedkar supported Indian nationalism, but his nationalism was based upon equality, 

justice, and social democracy. According to him, true nationalism cannot develop in a society 

divided by caste discrimination and social inequality. 

He argued that political independence alone is insufficient unless accompanied by: 

 Social equality 

 Economic justice 

 Human dignity 

Ambedkar believed that democracy requires: 

 Liberty 

 Equality 

 Fraternity 

Without social equality, democracy becomes meaningless. 

He also emphasized constitutional methods and democratic institutions for national 

development. Ambedkar believed that nationalism should include all communities regardless 

of caste, religion, or class. 
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Perspective on Marginalisation 

Marginalisation refers to the exclusion of certain groups from social, economic, political, and 

cultural participation. Ambedkar focused particularly on the marginalisation of: 

 Dalits 

 Lower castes 

 Women 

 Labourers 

 Backward communities 

He argued that marginalized communities suffer because of: 

 Social discrimination 

 Economic exploitation 

 Lack of education 

 Political exclusion 



Ambedkar believed that education is the most powerful instrument for empowerment and 

social mobility. His famous slogan was: 

“Educate, Agitate, Organize.” 

He advocated: 

 Reservation policies 

 Political representation 

 Educational opportunities 

 Legal protection 

 Social reform 

Ambedkar believed that marginalized communities should become self-aware, organized, and 

politically active to achieve equality and justice. 
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Ambedkar and Social Democracy 

Ambedkar believed that political democracy cannot survive without social democracy. 

According to him, social democracy is based on: 

 Liberty 

 Equality 

 Fraternity 

He argued that democracy is not merely a political system but a way of life based upon 

respect for human dignity and equality. 

Ambedkar emphasized constitutional morality, rule of law, and protection of minority rights. 

He believed that democracy requires: 

 Social justice 

 Equal opportunities 

 Human rights 

 Collective responsibility 
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Sociological Significance of Ambedkar’s Thought 

Ambedkar’s ideas have immense sociological significance because they contributed to: 

 Social justice 

 Dalit empowerment 

 Constitutional democracy 

 Human rights 

 Equality movements 

 Social reform 

His philosophy challenged caste hierarchy, social discrimination, and inequality in Indian 

society. Ambedkar emphasized the importance of education, political participation, and 

constitutional rights for marginalized communities. 

His ideas continue to inspire: 

 Dalit movements 

 Human rights movements 

 Social justice campaigns 

 Democratic reforms 

Critical Evaluation 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar is widely respected for his contribution to social justice, democracy, and 

constitutional development in India. He provided a powerful critique of caste and social 

inequality. 

However, some critics argue that Ambedkar focused mainly on caste issues and paid less 

attention to class-based economic exploitation. Others believe that reservation policies may 

create social tensions. 

Despite these criticisms, Ambedkar remains one of the greatest social reformers and thinkers 

of modern India whose ideas continue to shape democratic and social justice movements. 

Conclusion 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar occupies a central place in Indian social thought because he devoted his 

life to fighting against caste discrimination, untouchability, and social inequality. His 

philosophy emphasized equality, justice, democracy, human dignity, and constitutional rights. 



Through his ideas on Dharma, caste, untouchability, nationalism, and marginalisation, 

Ambedkar attempted to create a society based upon liberty, equality, and fraternity. His 

contributions remain highly relevant in contemporary society for promoting social justice, 

democracy, and human rights. 
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